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Whereas Gerald R. Ford attended Yale Uni-

versity Law School and graduated in the top 
25 percent of his class while also working as 
a football coach; 

Whereas in 1942, Gerald R. Ford joined the 
United States Navy Reserves and served val-
iantly on the U.S.S. Monterey in the Phil-
ippines during World War II, surviving a 
heavy storm during which he came within 
inches of being swept overboard; 

Whereas the U.S.S. Monterey earned 10 
battle stars, awarded for participation in 
battle, while Gerald R. Ford served on the 
ship; 

Whereas Gerald R. Ford was released to in-
active duty in 1946 with the rank of Lieuten-
ant Commander; 

Whereas in 1948, Gerald R. Ford was elect-
ed to the House of Representatives where he 
served with integrity for 25 years; 

Whereas in 1963, President Lyndon Johnson 
appointed Gerald R. Ford to the Warren 
Commission investigating the assassination 
of President John F. Kennedy; 

Whereas from 1965 to 1973, Gerald R. Ford 
served as minority leader of the House of 
Representatives; 

Whereas from 1974 to 1976, Gerald R. Ford 
served as the 38th President of the United 
States, taking office at a dark hour in the 
history of the United States and restoring 
the faith of the people of the United States 
in the Presidency through his wisdom, cour-
age, and integrity; 

Whereas in 1975, the United States signed 
the Final Act of the Conference on Security 
and Cooperation in Europe, commonly 
known as the ‘‘Helsinki Agreement’’, which 
ratified post-World War II European borders 
and supported human rights; 

Whereas since leaving the Presidency, Ger-
ald R. Ford has been an international ambas-
sador of American goodwill, a noted scholar 
and lecturer, and a strong supporter of the 
Gerald R. Ford School of Public Policy at 
the University of Michigan, which was 
named for the former President in 1999; 

Whereas Gerald R. Ford was awarded the 
Congressional Gold Medal in 1999; and 

Whereas on July 14, 2004, Gerald R. Ford 
will celebrate his 91st birthday: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate honors former 
President Gerald R. Ford on the occasion of 
his 91st birthday and extends its congratula-
tions and best wishes to former President 
Ford and his family. 

f 

CLARIFYING CERTAIN 
RETIREMENT PLANS 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Finance 
Committee be discharged from further 
consideration of S. 2589 and the Senate 
proceed to its immediate consider-
ation. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk 
will state the bill by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 2589) to clarify the status of cer-

tain retirement plans and the organizations 
which maintain the plans. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the bill be 
read the third time and passed, the mo-
tion to reconsider be laid upon the 
table, and that any statements relating 
to the bill be printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (S. 2589) was read the third 
time and passed. 

(The bill will be printed in a future 
edition of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD.) 

f 

HELPING HANDS FOR 
HOMEOWNERSHIP ACT OF 2004 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Banking 
Committee be discharged from further 
consideration of H. R. 4363 and that the 
Senate proceed to its immediate con-
sideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk 
will report the bill by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 4363) to facilitate self-help 

housing homeownership opportunities. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the bill be 
read a third time and passed, and the 
motion to reconsider be laid upon the 
table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (H.R. 4363) was read the third 
time and passed. 

f 

APPOINTMENT 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
Chair, on behalf of the President pro 
tempore, pursuant to Public Law 99– 
498, appoints the following individual 
as a member of the Advisory Com-
mittee on Student Financial Assist-
ance: Clare M. Cotton of Massachu-
setts. 

f 

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, JULY 15, 
2004 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 9:30 a.m. on Thursday, July 
15. I further ask that following the 
prayer and pledge, the morning hour be 
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the time 
for the two leaders be reserved for their 
use later in the day, and the Senate 

then begin a period for the transaction 
of morning business for up to 60 min-
utes, with the first 30 minutes under 
the control of the Democratic leader or 
his designee, and the final 30 minutes 
under the control of the majority lead-
er or his designee; provided, that fol-
lowing morning business, the Senate 
begin consideration of Calendar No. 
591, H.R. 4520, the FSC/ETI JOBS bill, 
as provided under the previous order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PROGRAM 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, following 
morning business, the Senate will 
begin debate on the FSC/ETI JOBS bill. 
Under the previous agreement, there 
will be up to 3 hours of debate on the 
DeWine-Kennedy FDA and tobacco 
amendment. We will vote on that 
amendment later tomorrow afternoon. 

We will also take up H.R. 4759, the 
Australian free trade bill tomorrow 
and complete that measure as well. 
Therefore, Senators can expect a cou-
ple of votes later in the day on Thurs-
day. 

f 

MEASURE READ THE FIRST 
TIME—S. 2652 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I under-
stand that S. 2652 is at the desk, and I 
ask for its first reading. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will read the bill for the first 
time. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 2652) to amend title XVIII of the 

Social Security Act to deliver a meaningful 
benefit and lower prescription drug prices 
under the medicare program. 

Mr. FRIST. I now ask for its second 
reading, and in order to place the bill 
on the Calendar under the provisions of 
rule XIV, I object to my own request. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill 
will be read the second time on the 
next legislative day. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 9:30 A.M. 
TOMORROW 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, if there is 
no further business to come before the 
Senate, I ask unanimous consent that 
the Senate stand in adjournment under 
the previous order. 

There being no objection, the Senate, 
at 9:18 p.m., adjourned until Thursday, 
July 15, 2004, at 9:30 a.m. 
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